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	The Information Resource Center presents a compilation of fact sheets, recent articles, reports, documents and websites on the international cooperation against trafficking in persons and organized crime.  You may request the full text of articles and printouts of the provided material through telephone, fax and/or e-mail.




	Articles


1. Trafficking in Human Beings: The Slavery that

Surrounds Us
(Arresting Transnational Crime, An Electronic 

Journal of the U.S. Department of State – 

August 2001 Volume 6, Number 2)

Nongovernmental organizations, such as the International Human Rights Law Group, have been instrumental in raising global concern about human trafficking. This author reports that significant action is still necessary to protect the human rights of the victims.
2. NGO Strategies for Promoting Corporate 

Social Responsibility

(Ethics & International Affairs, 2002)

Another important reason for many 

humanitarian nongovernmental organizations’ (NGOs) increased focus on multinational corporations (MNCs) is a desire to find new allies.  Human rights NGOs have traditionally drawn most of their membership and financial support from the better-educated, better-traveled, more cosmopolitan segments of society.  Many executives of MNCs fit this profile, and many businesspeople are personally supportive of NGO activities in a variety of fields.

3. Immigrants Vulnerability as Subjects of

Human Rights

(International Migration Review, Summer 2002)

"The vulnerability of immigrants is equal to a virtual disempowerment of their human rights. This disempowerment is socially constructed in a context of a 'de facto' power structure. It is a necessary condition for the use of migrants as suppliers of illegitimate but real, and sometimes massive, demand for migrants' 'services' or labor, the term 'services' alluding here to the trafficking of migrant women and/or children for prostitution in receiving countries."

4. Violence Against Women: Global Scope and Magnitude
(Lancet, April 6, 2002)
”Over the past 20 years, the evidence of the extent of violence perpetrated against women has increased and is beginning to offer a global overview of the magnitude of this abuse.  When reviewing the most common and most severe forms of violence against women it is important to note that because of the sensitivity of the subject, violence against women is almost universally under-reported.”

5. Human Flow:  Global Migrations
(Whole Earth, 2002)
There are 14 million or so "official refugees" who meet the criteria set out in the 1951 Geneva Convention. Now add over 20 million humans who have been internally displaced-known in the refugee business as IDPs (internally displaced persons). Because they remain inside the world's accepted national boundaries, they cannot be legally counted or treated as transnational refugees. Yet many are virtually "transnational" because many postcolonial borders are whimsical and contested. Only recently, in places like Kosovo, Somalia, Burundi, and Haiti, has the international community been willing to defy national borders and the military to enter a sovereign state to provide humanitarian support, prevent out-migration, and provide safe zones for civilians.

6.  A Cargo of Exploitable Souls 
(Economist, June 1, 2002)
”Trafficking is distinguished from mere immigrant-smuggling by the degree of coercion, deception and exploitation. Every year, on State Department estimates, about 50,000 people, the vast majority women and children, are forcibly trafficked into the United States from all over the world--Eastern Europe, Asia, Central America, Africa.” 
7.  Human Rights, Politics, and Reviews of Research Ethics
(Lancet, July 2002)
Codes of human rights and codes of research ethics share many requirements, including freedom of flow of information, freedom from coercion, and freedom from extreme harm or torture. Despite their substantial overlap, however, these codes have generally been applied in different contexts.
8.  Of Human Bondage
(National Review, March 11, 2002)
”Every year, at least 700,000 human beings are traded for profit like so much property. In his battle against this international human trafficking, Chris Smith-a Republican congressman from New Jersey-has undertaken retail rescue operations as well as wholesale policy reforms. Two years ago, La Strada, a Ukrainian group that assists victims of traffickers, appealed to Smith to help eight young women from Ukraine who had been recruited to work as waitresses in Montenegro. They were actually being forced to work in local brothels and were fearful of the local police-who were apparently complicit in the operation, which was run by one of their former colleagues. He held the girls' passports after they were "sold" to him. Smith immediately contacted Montenegro's prime minister, who ordered a raid of the brothel that freed seven of the Ukrainian girls as well as a young woman from Romania. The eighth Ukrainian had disappeared, having reportedly been "resold" to an individual in Albania.”

9.  Human Trafficking Exposed
(Population Today, January 2002)
Trafficking of people involves moving men, women, and children from one place to another and placing them in conditions of forced labor. Because trafficking is illegal, it is difficult to find reliable estimates of the problem; however, those involved in combating trafficking agree that it is a large and growing practice.
10.  The Hidden Security Threat:  Transnational Organized Criminal Activity
(RUSI Journal, December 2001)
The tragic events in New York and Washington on 11 September highlighted the threat of terrorism to international security, governance and the world economy. The attacks on the World Trade Centre and Pentagon were not attacks on the territory, but on the fabric of the 'state', its society, the functioning of its institutions and the well-being of its citizens. Transnational organized crime is a phenomenon that has similar potential: cyber crime, financial crime, corruption and illicit trafficking in contraband including arms, people and drugs are less visible, but can also severely destabilize states. National governments and the international community are ill-equipped to tackle these new security challenges and a comprehensive new approach is needed at the national, regional and international level.
NOTE: The Information Resource Center (IRC) provides reference and research services for Greek government officials, journalists, researchers, scholars and others with a professional interest in the United States.  The IRC collections include online databases, and an up-to-date reference collection. 

	Fact Sheets


U.S. Activities Against Trafficking.
Department of State, February 14, 2002 

U.S. Efforts to Combat Trafficking in Persons
Department of State, February 14, 2002 

State Department Programs to Combat Trafficking
Bureau for International Narcotics and Law Enforcement Affairs, February 01, 2001 

U.S.-International Anti-trafficking Initiatives
President's Interagency Council on Women, March 2000 

Combating Trafficking in South Asia
White House, March 22, 2000
	Reports & Documents

	
Trafficking in Persons Report 2002
U.S. Department of State June 5, 2002

Victims of Trafficking and Violence
Protection Act of 2000
Text of U.S. law enacted
October 28, 2000 

Trafficking in Women and Children:
The U.S. and International Response
Congressional Research Service Report 
May 2000 

International Trafficking of Women to the United States
Center for the Study of Intelligence, Central Intelligence Agency, April 2000 PDF | HTML 

	

	International Initiatives


Contemporary Forms of Slavery
United Nation High Commission on Human Rights (UNHCHR) 

Trafficking in Women and Children
United Nations Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM), Bangkok 

Combating Trafficking in South-East Asia
International Organization on Migration (IOM)
February 2001 

U.N. Convention on Transnational Organized Crime
Texts, background and convention documents
December 12-15, 2000 

New U.N. Treaty Targets International Crime
Article
November 17, 2000 

UNGA Adopts Documents on Transnational Crime, Trafficking
Excerpts from proceedings
November 15, 2000 

	Selected Internet Resources


Center for Strategic and International Studies
Global Organized Crime Project
http://www.csis.org/goc/
Global Survival Network
Human Trafficking Program
http://www.globalsurvival.net/femaletrade/
Institute for Policy Studies
Campaign for Migrant Domestic Worker Rights
http://www.ips-dc.org/campaign/WhoWeAre.htm
International Human Rights Law Group
Initiative Against Trafficking in Persons
http://www.hrlawgroup.org/site/programs/Traffic.htm
International Organization for Migration
Counter-Trafficking Service
http://www.iom.int/ct/default.htm
United Nations Convention Against Transnational Organized Crime
http://www.odccp.org/crime_cicp_convention.html
United States Coast Guard
Office of Law Enforcement, Alien Migrant Interdiction
http://www.uscg.mil/hq/g-o/g-opl/mle/AMIO.htm
United States Department of State, International Information Programs
Chinese Alien Smuggling
 http://usinfo.state.gov/regional/ea/chinaaliens/homepage.htm
United States Immigration and Naturalization Service
Law Enforcement and Border Management
Operation "Global Reach"
http://www.ins.usdoj.gov/graphics/lawenfor/index.htm
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