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The Information Resource Center, an integral part of the U.S. Embassy’s Public Affairs section, presents a compilation of recent articles and websites related to asymmetrical threats, as well as social and security perspectives in Southeast Europe.  You may request the full text of articles through telephone, fax or e-mail. 


ARTICLES
Southeastern Europe after the Kosovo Crisis 
(Finance & Development, March 2002)
In the wake of the Kosovo crisis, the countries of Southeastern Europe have made great strides, although they still have to catch up with their neighbors in Central and Eastern Europe. A discussion regarding what form their reform agenda should take, and what lessons the international community can draw for helping other post conflict regions is presented.

Peace through Public Health in Southeast Europe? 
(The Lancet, January 5, 2002) 

In December 2001, a conference on public health and peace took place in Skopje, the capital of the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, a country on the fringe of war.  Participants analysed the present status of the European Stability Pact project for the reconstruction of public-health training, research, and practice in southeast Europe. Under the auspices of the public-health network of the project, new schools of public health are opening in Belgrade (Serbia), Ljubljana (Slovenia), Pristina (Kosovo), Sofia and Varna (Bulgaria), Tirana (Albania), and Skopje (FYR Macedonia).
World Bank Approves Credit for Education Reform in Serbia
(U.S. Department of State, Office of International Information Programs, May 2, 2002)
The World Bank on May 2 approved a $10 million credit for the Republic of Serbia to support the government's reform agenda in education. Half the funding will be made available directly to directors and teachers in primary and secondary schools, according to a press release. 
A World Bank official said the project should aid Serbia in accelerating its education restructuring program and help children get a better education to prepare for the future.

EBRD Seeks to Overcome Tough Investment Conditions in Albania
(U.S. Department of State, Office of International Information Programs, April 30, 2002)

The European Bank for Reconstruction and Development has published a new country strategy for Albania (www.ebrd.com) that acknowledges the country's commitment to democracy and economic growth but also notes the need for continued political stability and efforts to fight poverty and attract foreign investment.
The Hidden Security Threat: Transnational Organized Criminal Activity 
(RUSI Journal, December 2001)
Transnational organized crime: cyber crime, financial crime, corruption and illicit trafficking in contraband are less visible than terrorism but can also severely destabilize states. Paul Eavis, director of Safeworld, a foreign affairs think-tank discusses how a comprehensive new approach is needed at the national, regional and international level to deal with these threats.

The Stability Pact for South Eastern Europe as a Security Community-Building Institution

(Southeast European Politics Online, October 2001)
This paper investigates the ways in which the Stability Pact emulates the OSCE and EU security community-building model and argues that the Pact has constructed a nascent security community in the Balkans. Furthermore, the region represents a unique instance of a security community contractually built by an outside party, which means that regional security will continue to depend on both regional and extra-regional actors. 
Promoting Regional Security 
(NATO Review, Autumn 2001)
James Appathurai, senior planning officer in the policy planning section of NATO’s Political Affairs Division examines how NATO promotes regional security cooperation in the Balkans, the Caucasus and the Baltics. The NATO experience demonstrates that regional cooperation is not a substitute for other endeavors, but a complement to them. Any country can have multiple security affiliations, without any affiliation suffering as a result.

Civic Virtues vs. Market Values in the Balkans
(Journal of Interdisciplinary Studies, Summer-Autumn 2001)
The great dreams of dissidents for civil society as a guarantee for a just life confront many economic, social, and political dilemmas. This state of affairs worsened in the Balkans following the wars in Bosnia and Kosovo, and the United Nations sanctions against Yugoslavia. Initially, the resolution of all problems was associated with market values, while ascribing only secondary importance to civic virtues. A market economy depends on civil society, but market values do little for strengthening civic virtues in the region, leading to a vicious circle of rudimentary civic virtues and an underdeveloped economy. The growing non-governmental sector within civil society remains an artificial appendage, since it relies heavily on international financing, and is likely to disappear if this support ceases for any reasons. The only probable way out of this predicament is for citizens not to abandon the ideal of civic, classical, and religious virtues, and be hopeful despite current conditions. 

SOUTHEAST EUROPE WEBSITES

Below are sites by topical categories to resources providing information on Southeast Europe.

· General Resources

Europa South East Information Center

A link from the Center of European Policy Studies, this information center contains a selection of documents, reports, links to organizations and news resources for South Eastern Europe and the Balkans.

www.ceps.be/index.php
Eastern Europe Links and Central Europe Links

Annotated links to government, internet search tools, omnibus links sites, language and ethnic minority information for the regions of individual countries: Albania, Bulgaria, Macedonia, Romania, Slovenia, Slovakia.

www.lib.ttu.edu/icc/links/eeulist.htm
Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty

Newsline for Central and Eastern Europe

www.rferl.org
· International Organizations and Regional Initiatives

The EU& South-Eastern Europe: The Stabilization and Association Process

The European Commission’s comprehensive approach to South Eastern Europe and Kosovo, with links to documents and speeches, council meetings and conclusions, as well as other, related links.

www.europa.eu.int/comm/external_relations/see/intro/index.htm
Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE)

Web site of the OSCE including news, newsletters, press releases and journals about Southeastern Europe

www.osce.org/
South East Europe Enterprise Development

Southeast Europe Enterprise Development (SEED) is a new multi-donor initiative managed by the World Bank Group's International Finance Corporation (IFC) to strengthen small and medium enterprises  (SMEs) in Bosnia and Herzegovina, Albania, FR Yugoslavia and FYR Macedonia. 
During its initial planning, this program was known as the Balkan Enterprise Facility.
 www.ifc.org/seed/
South East European Cooperative Initiative (SECI)

SECI was formed to encourage cooperation among the countries of the region and facilitate the access of Southeast Europe to European integration.  The web site details the statement of purpose, structure, and projects of the organization, which includes reports on Crime & Corruption, Securities Markets and Electricity Grids.

www.unece.org/seci/bac/bac_ind.htm
Stability Pact: Special Coordinator of the Stability Pact for South Eastern Europe

An intergovernmental organization working for democracy, economic development and security of the Balkan and South Eastern Europe area.

www.stabilitypact.org
Economic Reconstruction and Development in Southeast Europe

A joint web site of the European Commission and the World Bank containing news, speeches, conferences, documents, including the Stability Pact for Southeast Europe dated June 1999.

www.seerecon.org/
· Supporting Institutions

United States Institute of Peace

The United States Institute of Peace is an independent, nonpartisan federal institution created and funded by Congress to strengthen the nation's capacity to promote the peaceful resolution of international conflict

www.usip.org
East West Institute

The purpose of this institute is to defuse tensions and conflicts that threaten geopolitical stability while building democracy, free enterprise and prosperity in Central and Eastern Europe, Russia and other states of Eurasia
www.iews.org/
Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars: East European Studies

http://wwics.si.edu/
Western Policy Center

www.westernpolicy.org
REPORTS, DOCUMENTS, MAGAZINES

De-Balkanizing the Balkans: Security & Stability in Southeast Europe

A Special Report

www.usip.org/oc/sr/sr990920/sr990920.html
Promoting Regional Cooperation in Southeast Europe

Remarks, briefings, facts sheets, press statements by the State Department

www.state.gov/www/regions/eur/see/
Southeast European Politics Online

   www.seep.ceu.hu/
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