
      September 8, 2004 
 
Dear Fellow Americans: 
  
The U.S.  Embassy in Athens wants to encourage you to vote in this year's 
general elections.  Every vote counts, but time is quickly running out, so act 
today!   
  
Voting from overseas involves a 2-step process: 
  

1. You must register to vote in your county of last residence.  This is 
done on a form known as the FPCA -- Federal Post Card Application.  The 
form can be downloaded from the website www.fvap.gov, or we have a 
supply of them here at the Consular Section in Athens.   You will also 
need to download your state's absentee registration and voting 
procedures.  Read and follow these instructions very carefully.  Pay close 
attention to deadlines and all other requirements.  Some states require 
that the FPCA be notarized, and we can do that for you at no charge.   
Complete the information on the FPCA clearly, and provide an e-mail 
address so local election officials can contact you easily if necessary.  If 
your state permits faxing of ballots, be sure to ask them to fax your ballot 
to you.  Provide your complete fax number as dialed from the US.  Many 
county clerks close their registrations 30 days before the election, so we 
urge you to complete and send in your FPCA at once.  Moreover, voters 
who delay may not receive their ballots in time.  Don't delay -- do it today.   

  
2. You must vote in a timely fashion.   

Most states send out absentee ballots 30 to 45 days before the election 
(September 17 to October 2); some states have already begun mailing out 
absentee ballots. 

  
If you do not receive the ballot in time to allow your vote to reach your 
county clerk, there is an alternative:  the Federal Write-in Absentee Ballot, 
known as the FWAB.  This form is available from the voting assistance 
officer at the Consulate, but it is not available on line.  To be eligible to use 
this emergency ballot, you must have already sent in your FPCA, and 
have done so early enough that it reaches local election officials at least 
30 days before the election.  Voters who send in an FWAB and then 
receive their regular absentee ballot from the US should vote it anyway 
and return it to meet their state's ballot receipt deadline.  There is no 
penalty for submitting both ballots; the county clerk will count the 
appropriate ballot received in time.  Again, if your state requires a notary 
to sign the ballot when you vote, we can provide this service gratis.  
 
 

 

http://www.fvap.gov/


  
We encourage you to cast your ballots for President no later than Oct. 18 if you 
are mailing them directly to your County Clerk from Greece.  If you bring the 
ballots to the Consular Section, we will gladly mail them for you at no cost to you.   
In that case, please ensure that we have your ballot no later than October 15. 
  
Voters who send in ballots after these cut-off dates should plan to use a courier 
service to send ballots directly to election officials.  Some courier companies may 
offer special rates or services to US voters -- check our website for details.   
Note: courier companies cannot deliver to post office box addresses.  Before 
going to a courier company office, you will need to contact your local election 
officials to learn what street address you should list on the courier company's 
mailing label.   
  
Remember that there is a wealth of information to be found at 
http://www.fvap.gov  and at http://www.Dnet.org .   You can vote without our help, 
but be aware that we are here to assist you if you choose to take advantage of it.   
  
If you have any specific questions that are not answered in this warden message, 
please send us an email at AthensAmEmb@state.gov or call 210-7202421 or 
210-7202423 during work hours.  
  
This is going to be a close election.  We encourage our residents to be good 
citizens, even though we are all far from home.  Please vote! 
 
 
Warm regards, 
 
Nicholas Greanias 
United States Consul 
Chief, American Citizen Services 
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