
 

Important Notice  
U.S. Department of State 
Bureau of Consular Affairs 

Passport Services 

New  
U.S. Passport Requirement 

All Minors Must Appear in Person 

 
To enhance the accurate identification of passport applicants and aid in the prevention of international 
child abduction and trafficking, the Department of State’s Bureau of Consular Affairs has begun requiring 
the personal appearance of all minors applying for U.S. passports. 
 
Effective April 26, 2004, personal appearance is required for all minors under 14 years old applying for a 
passport.   
 
Eligibility for the mail-in program will be limited to those individuals who are able to present a full validity 
passport issued within the last 15 years, when the applicant was over the age of 16.  This requirement will 
enhance accurate identification of applicants and aid in the prevention of international child abduction and 
trafficking, as well as passport fraud or misuse. 
 
The same passport fee for applicants under age 16 remains in effect, 40 dollars.  Applicants over the age 
of 16 pay the adult fee of 55 dollars.  In addition, when any passport applicant makes a personal 
appearance, he or she is required to pay an additional 30 dollars for the passport execution fee.  To make 
this clear, this execution fee must be paid by everyone applying in person, even infants or children.     
 
Additional information on passport applications and required citizenship documentation, including parental 
permission information needed for children under age 14, can be obtained on-line at www.usembassy.gr  
or by calling the U.S.  Embassy Passport and Citizenship Unit at 210-720-2494 or 210-720-2464.   You 
may also visit the Bureau of Consular Affairs’ website travel.state.gov  
 
 
 
 

http://www.usembassy.gr/
http://travel.state.gov/
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